
Welcome to Waterpoort region

Large areas of water, historic villages, picturesque harbours and 

unique countryside: that’s Waterpoort. The best of the provinces 

of Noord-Brabant, Zeeland and Zuid-Holland come together in 

one region. This is where you can experience the Netherlands as 

one real wetlands area with the well-preserved forts and walled 

towns on the Zuiderwaterlinie (line of defence). And the many 

dikes and locks tell the story of the fight against the water in the 

North Sea Flood of 1953.

This region has the highest number of sunshine hours in the 

whole of Holland and is well-known for its beautiful countryside, 

varying landscapes and breathtaking views; perfect for countless 

trips out. The region is easy to explore on foot, or by bike, boat or 

bus!

Willemstad and Tholen are geographically conveniently located 

on the popular sailing route between Amsterdam and Antwerp, 

so there are many harbours with a wide range of excursion 

opportunities. A large number of sailing routes are possible from 

Waterpoort, including a route to Cologne via the Maas or Waal 

rivers and then along the Rhine. 

Willemstad Fortress
Willemstad was one of Prince William of Orange’s most 

strategically located fortresses. The line of defences around the 

town are magnificently laid out in the shape of a crown. You 

can walk from the harbour to the historic centre with romantic 

alleyways, charming shops, restaurants and cafes. You can go 

on a guided walk, during which you will visit the 16th century 

Mauritshuis, and the most turbulent periods in the country’s 

history will flash past you.

tholen Fortress
Step ashore and walk right into this historic town with its 

small shops, intimate restaurants and galleries. Walk with a 

guide along the narrow alleyways past workers’ cottages, the 

historic town hall and ‘De Hoop’ windmill on the town walls. The 

ramparts form a green belt around the star-shaped fortifications. 

There are numerous interesting excursions possible throughout 

the entire region from Tholen.

The Zuiderwaterlinie is a historic line of defence under the control 

of the Dutch military during the 16th and 17th centuries. This 

chain of forts and walled towns, the longest in the Netherlands, 

provided protection against Spanish and French troops. Relive 

the history of Napoleon and William of Orange in the fortified 

towns of Bergen op Zoom and Willemstad. There are various 

landmarks between these towns that are definitely worth a 

visit, such as Fort de Roovere and the massive complex of locks 

dating back to 1824 at Benedensas. The Stelling van Willemstad 

(Willemstad Defences) comprises no fewer than five forts around 

open water, including Fort Sabina, Fort Prins Frederik and Fort 

Bovensluis.
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historical heritage nature
Did you know that one of Western Europe’s finest city palaces 

– the Markiezenhof – is in Bergen op Zoom? And that the roots 

of the former American President Roosevelt can be traced 

back to the small village of Oud-Vossemeer? The Roosevelt 

information centre and numerous other sights are certainly 

worth a visit! You can imagine you are back in the middle ages 

in picturesque Willemstad, and in Zundert you can literally tread 

in the footsteps of the master painter Vincent van Gogh. Visit his 

birthplace and the towns where he made his famous paintings 

and which inspired him so much. Or imagine you are in Rome, 

in the ‘Vatican of the North’ when you visit the Oudenbosch 

Basilica: an exact copy of St. Peter’s Basilica.

The North Sea Flood in 1953 was one of the largest natural 

disasters in the Netherlands, When the dikes were breached in 

the Waterpoort region, more than 1800 people lost their lives. 

The disaster is well documented during a visit to Oude-Tonge 

and the Watersnoodmuseum. The high dikes in the countryside 

show clearly how the Dutch live below sea level. The impressive 

Delta Works, the dikes and locks such as the Haringvliet locks 

ensure safe living conditions. This area, abundant in water has 

numerous recreational opportunities and is known as ‘the water 

tap of Europe’ because the Rhine, the Maas and the Schelde rivers 

all flow into the sea here. The Volerak locks are Europe’s biggest 

inland locks!

This mighty delta also has plenty of natural opportunities. 

Search for seals or visit the ‘A Seal’ sanctuary and exhibition. Go 

in search of flamingos or deer in the Slikken van Flakkee nature 

reserve. Not to mention spotting birds of prey on Tiengemeten 

island. Get on your bike and take one of the lovely routes along 

the Haringvliet or the Oosterschelde National Park. The Dintelse 

Gorzen is a beautiful walking area with many species of birds. 

And of course you should not miss the Biesbosch National Park, 

Europe’s largest fresh water region which is home to beavers and 

eagles.

Mauritshuis Willemstad Flood of ‘53

Willemstad National Park De BiesboschSealMarkiezenhof

Sluizencomplex Benedensas Watersnoodmuseum

Theodore Roosevelt Scherpenisse

Fort de Roovere Flood of ‘53

Interior Basilica Oudenbosch Flamingo’s

Fort Sabina Volkeraksluizen

Vincent van Gogh National Park De Biesbosch



Cruise the rivers and experience 
the beauty of Waterpoort Region

Welcome to Waterpoort 
rivercruise region 

shopping
Fun shopping in a historic atmosphere: you’ll find something 

for everyone in the lively centres of Willemstad, Bergen Op 

Zoom, Middelburg, Middelharnis and Tholen. From fashion and 

interiors to jewellery and design. Lovers of leading brands will 

have the time of their lives in the Rosada Fashion Outlet Centre 

with more than 100 fashion labels! 

gastronomy
Whether you choose Zeeland mussels or fresh fish straight 

from the slab, or if you prefer freshly picked asparagus and 

strawberries, you should go to the regional produce auction in 

Sint-Annaland. Discover Waterpoort’s culinary highlights and 

enjoy the hospitality!

Facts & Figures Tholen Willemstad

accessibility 24/7 24/7

tidal range stagnant Zoommeer level = amsterdam ordnance datum changes every six hours. check www.rijkswaterstaat.nl for cur-
rent situation.

height, width, length limitations maximum permitted dimensions for scheldt-rhine connection: + 
225 m x 23.5 m x 4.3 m

"maximum permitted dimensions: +135 m x 11.4 m  
no maximum height"

sailing times to amsterdam, rotterdam, venlo, Brussels, antwerp, 
ghent and Bruges etc.

antwerp 1.5 hours / rotterdam 4.5 hours / amsterdam 7 hours antwerp 3.5 hours / rotterdam 2.5 hours / amsterdam 5 hours

services; waste management, waste and fresh water, electricity, 
food supply and discharge, lift.

under construction. available from 2018 no shore power connection (electricity), water by request, waste 
container

Harbour facilities

time zone utc+01:00 utc+01:00

main address schelde rijnweg, tholen Benedenkade 2, Willemstad

main website www.eilandtholen.com www.uitinwillemstad.nl

multilingual tourist information and maps available available

souvenir shops Walking distance Walking distance

hospitality Walking distance Walking distance

Regional information

shop opening hours monday to saturday 09:00 - 17:00 monday to sunday 09:00 - 17:00

distance to cities amsterdam 140 km / rotterdam 60 km / Bergen op Zoom 10 km 
/ antwerp 50 km

amsterdam 114 km / rotterdam 37 km / Bergen op Zoom 34 km / 
antwerp 70 km

distance to airports schiphol 150 km / rotterdam airport 75 km / Brussels airport 
94 km

schiphol 98 km / rotterdam airport 43 km / Brussels 118 km

closest doctor, pharmacy and hospital doctor and pharmacy in tholen. hospital in Bergen op Zoom 
(10 km)

doctor in Willemstad. pharmacy in Klundert (9 km) or  
dinteloord (13 km) hospital in roosendaal (17 km)

“Historic fortresses with a beautiful hinterland and numerous excursions 
possibilities” - Maurice Eltink - Feenstra Rijn lijn.

“For many years Willemstad is a very attractive port to 
visit for our river cruise guests. The Waterpoort region 
is strategically situated excellent! With the small villages, 
wide views and unique Dutch countrysides, the offer to our 
guests is very complete.” -  Marco van Ingen - River Manager - Scylla AG

Contact

For more information on packages 

and group rates, contact Pim Sybesma  

+31 62002 8780  

trade@visitbrabant.com 

visitbrabant.com/trade


